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Rationale for the course 

For the first time in the history of humanity we are now facing problems that affect us all at a global 

scale. Whether it is climate change or inequality, migration or terrorism, pandemics or poverty, these 

are all global challenges that require global solutions. And yet no-one is thinking globally and no-one 

is responsible for tackling these problems. Our political institutions are organized at the level of the 

state and encourage politicians to think, at best, only about what is good for their country. The result 

is anarchy at the global level and the rule of force by the richer and more powerful countries.  

 

In this course we look at alternative visions of the global political arena. How could global politics be 

organized so that politicians would be encouraged to think what would be best for humanity? How 

could a truly democratic world system be developed, where everyone is represented and can have real 

influence on decision making, whether they were born in America or Israel or Ethiopia or Haiti? 

Could a global environmental regulatory body finally tackle climate change? Could there be such a 

thing as a global welfare state, and if so, could it alleviate poverty better than the current international 

development industry? Is this a utopian fantasy, a dystopia, or a practical vision for a just future? In 

the course participants will grapple with these issues, hear what other activists and thinkers have to 

say, and be supported to develop their own vision of a just and democratic global society. 

 

 

http://www.oneworld.network/
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Practical information 

The course will consist of 10 meetings, taking place on Mondays at 19.00-21.30, starting 8 May and 

finishing 10 July 2017. It will take place at the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, Rothschild 11, Tel Aviv. 

 

The course will consist of lectures, discussions with global activists (by skype), group exercises, skills 

training, and project work. There will be time after each lecture for questions and discussion. For 

project work participants can choose between preparing a 15 minute lecture or writing a post on a 

topic relevant to global democracy and justice. The course will take place in English. 

 

The course is organized by One World: Movement for Global Democracy and will be run by Oded 

Gilad and Dr. Dena Freeman, with a variety of guest speakers. Oded is the Director of One World and 

a Member of the Council of the World Federalist Movement. He was one of the pioneers of the 

environmental movement in Israel and is a thought leader on issues of global democracy.  Dena is an 

anthropologist with over 20 years’ experience in the international development sector and is One 

World’s Deputy Director. She is the author of three books and has taught at Cambridge University, 

the London School of Economics and Political Science, and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

 

Participants must attend at least 80% of the sessions, and complete the project work, in order to 

receive the Course Certificate. The deadline for the submission of project work is Friday 30th June. 
 

 
 

Course Outline 

 
Week 1: Monday May 8th – Introduction and Overview 

This week starts with an introduction to the course and a chance to get to know each other and the 

course leaders. Then we start by looking at the political ideas of Albert Einstein, one of the greatest 

thinkers of our time, and an early proponent of the idea of global democracy. 

 

19.00 – 20.00: Introduction - to the course, to the course leaders and to each other. Overview of the 

course, requirements and projects.  
 

20.00 – 20.15: Break 
 

20.15 – 21.30: Lecture –Einstein’s Vision of a Unified World 

 

 

Week 2: Monday May 15th – The Global System and Global Democracy 

This week we begin to look at the global political system. We discuss the history of international 

organisations such as the United Nations, the World Bank and the IMF and we explore to what extent 

the global political arena is democratic. National politics is usually based on debates between the left 

and the right. Is there a left and right at the global level? In the second session we will have a live 

skype discussion with one of the leading activists in the World Federalist Movement, Fernando 

Iglesias, and a chance to hear about the history of the WFM and its visions for the future. 

 

19.00 – 20.15: Lecture – The Global System and Global Democracy 
 

20.15 – 20.30: Break 
 

20.30 – 21.30:  Global Activist Discussion - The World Federalist Movement (Fernando Iglesias, 

Chairman of the Council of the WFM, Director of Democracia Global and 

Member of Parliament in Argentina – by skype from Buenos Aires) 
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Week 3: Monday May 22nd    – Nationalism, Federalism and World Federalism 

Some people believe that the peoples of the world can never come together because nationalism is too 

strong and different cultures are too diverse. In this session we question this idea by unpacking the 

history and idea of nationalism and by looking at the alternative idea of federalism. We consider how 

political unity can co-exist with cultural diversity.  
 

19.00 – 20.15: Lecture – Nationalism, Federalism and World Federalism 
 

20.15 – 20.30: Break 
 

20.30 – 21.30:  Group work – Discussion and exercises 

 
Week 4: Monday May 29th - Inequality and Economic Justice 

One of the most pressing issues of our time is poverty and inequality. Not only is poverty a problem 

in so-called ‘developing countries’, but it is also increasingly a problem in developed countries where 

rates of homelessness and the use of foodbanks is sky-rocketing and the standard of living of the 

middle class is being eroded. And yet at the same time the rich are getting richer. This week we look 

at some of the global drivers of these dynamics, from tax havens to out-sourcing and more. We 

consider how a democratic global system could regulate the global economy. 
 

19.00 – 20.15: Lecture – Global democracy, inequality and economic justice  
 

20.15 – 20.30: Break 
 

20.30 – 21.30:  Group Work – Discussion and exercises 

 
Week 5: Monday June 5th – WFM Campaigns I – The Coalition for the ICC 

The WFM forms the secretariat of the Coalition for the International Criminal Court (C-ICC) - a huge 

network of civil society organisations working together to improve the ICC and bring about the first 

element of a truly global criminal justice system. We will learn about the importance of the ICC for 

international law and in the second session we will hear from Bill Pace, the Executive Director of the 

WFM and the Convener of the C-ICC, live by skype from New York. 
 

19.00 – 20.15: Lecture: The ICC and International Law 
 

20.15 – 20.30: Break 
 

20.30 – 21.30:  Global activist discussion – The Coalition for the International Criminal Court 

(Bill Pace, by skype from New York)  

 
Week 6: Monday June 12th – Climate Change 

Another of the most pressing problems of our time is climate change. This is a truly global problem 

that will affect everyone, and thus requires a truly global solution. The current system of international 

treaties where each country negotiates what is best for itself, and where no resolutions are binding, is 

proving spectacularly unsuccessful in tacking climate change. This week we look at the problems of 

the current system and consider how a global environmental regulatory body might be able to deal 

with the challenge of climate change more fairly and effectively. In the second session we will start to 

discuss the course projects and have a skills training on writing activist blog posts. 
 

19.00 – 20.15: Lecture – Global democracy and climate change  
 

20.15 – 20.30: Break 
 

20.30 – 21.30: Skills Training – Project choices – presentation or blog posts. How to write a 

compelling activist blog post.  
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Week 7: Monday June 19th – WFM Campaigns II – The UNPA 

This week we look at another of the WFM’s major global campaigns in a live skype discussion with 

Andreas Bummel from the campaign’s headquarters in Berlin. He will tell us about the campaign for a 

United Nations Parliamentary Assembly – a first step to creating a truly global world parliament. In 

the second session there will be training on presentation skills and on giving constructive feedback.  
 

19.00 – 20.15: Global activist discussion – The UNPA Campaign (Andreas Bummel, Coordinator 

of the UNPA Campaign and CEO, Democracy without Borders, by skype from 

Berlin)  
 

20.15 – 20.30: Break 
 

20.30 – 21.30: Skills Training – Questions about projects. Presentation skills and giving 

constructive feedback.  

 

Week 8: Monday June 26th – Why Global Democracy is So Important 

This week we bring together many of the topics we have discussed in the course and consider how the 

lack of democracy at the global level impacts on democracy at the national level. We look at the 

relations between state and market in a globalized world and argue that we need radical political 

reform in order to bring about peace, justice and sustainability. In the second session we will look at 

some different models for global democracy and discuss their feasibility and desirability. 

 

19.00 – 20.15: Lecture – Why we need to start talking about global democracy  
 

20.15 – 20.30: Break 
 

20.30 – 21.30:  Group Work – Discussion about different models of global democracy 

 

Week 9: Monday July 3rd – Projects 

This week we will start to hear some of the project work lectures, discuss some of the project work 

blog posts, and give constructive feedback. 
 

19.00 – 20.15: Projects – Presentation of lectures, discussion of blog posts, and feedback 
 

20.15 – 20.30: Break 
 

20.30 – 21.30: Projects – Presentation of lectures, discussion of blog posts, and feedback 

 

Week 10: Monday July 10th  - Projects / Conclusion 

This final week will start with more project work lectures, blog posts, and constructive feedback. 

There will then be a closing discussion and wrap up, a chance to reflect on the course and give your 

feedback, and a presentation of certificates. 
 

19.00 – 20.15: Projects – Presentation of lectures, discussion of blog posts, and feedback 
 

20.15 – 20.30: Break 
 

20.30 – 21.30: Conclusion – Closing discussion, evaluation, presentation of certificates. 


